
“If you are not living in God’s story, then another story is trying to live in you.”  That was a line that jumped out at me as I was recently 
listening to a video interview from Phil Visscher, Creator of VeggieTales.  We definitely live in a world of competing stories.  

Christmas is a season where the clash of these competing stories is at fever pitch.  While we center in on Advent, we are assaulted 
with competing messages.   A Peloton bike can change your life.  You could buy two brand new his and her vehicles for your spouse, 
but be careful, she might pick out the one you really wanted... 

As parents, students and grandparents what do we want for Christmas?  Maybe it is worth flipping the question around by asking 
another question: What does Jesus want for Christmas?   

It is a question posed by John Piper in his book Good News of Great Joy ( 2013).  

The answer can be found in one of the recorded prayers of Jesus in John 17:24: 
“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, 
and to see my glory, the glory you have given me 
because you loved me before the creation of the world.

What does Jesus want for Christmas? 
1. Jesus wants us to be with Him. 
2. He wants us to see him in His full glory.  
3. He wants us to experience the love of the Father. 

That is a different kind of Christmas list.  And it is an invitation to recenter and once 
again enter into God’s story, a better story.   That is story is what we are striving to live 
into at Unity.  
 

Merry Christmas Unity Family, 
Wayne Dykstra
Head of School 
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BRANCHING OUT I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit … — James 15:5 

Friends of Unity, 
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Counselor’s Corner

Prayers for…
…healing for Mr.  Ron Hulshof.
…Josh Beltman and his family.
…students with injuries and illnesses.
…answers for Cassidy Hulshof as she goes to Mayo Clinic on 

January 6 for the pain in her back and leg. 
…safety on the winter roads.
Our sympathy to the family of Dori (Grossman) Groenendyk, a 

1987 graduate of Unity, who died in an accident this fall. 

by Jake Byma
The second quarter at Unity Christian has been a big reliance 

on God’s faithfulness and provision. A few years ago Impact 
Groups were born out of a freshman Bible class in hopes of 
trying to help our students wrestle with life issues with someone 
outside of the Unity halls if possible.  Last school year and this 
summer we dreamed what it might look like if we tried to spread 
this to as many students as possible.  With lots of phone calls 
made and emails sent, we have had the Lord provide wonderful 
community members that come to Unity every Wednesday for 
a small group meeting with students.  Each week we have 48 
different groups meeting around the school to talk about issues 
like respect for authority, respect for peers, respect for the 
opposite gender, and self-image.  God has been good to our 
school, and we are deeply appreciative for all of our mentors on 
staff and in the community. We’re also thankful for the hard work 
of Mrs. Dana Broers and Mrs. Rachel Zeutenhorst in developing 
our curriculum.  

Praises for…
..students who were selected into the Northwest Iowa Honor Band. 
 Flute - Kayla Vande Zande and Katelyn Huizenga
 Clarinet - Kaylee Van Donge and Courtney Joiner
 Horn - Emily Vande Zande
 Trombone - Edwin Buiter 

…healing for Mr. Kaemingk after his heart attack.

…healing for Dave Goslinga after his heart surgery.

…the successful society vote for the 21 Campaign.

…Todd Rowenhorst for providing the seed, and Bert Reinders 
and Kim Van Peursem for planting and harvesting the 
school’s crop this year. We averaged 215 bushels of corn 
per acre and sold it at $3.71 per bushel for a total revenue of 
$23,369 for our general fund.

       Gift given in memory…
Lucille Miedema

       Barnabas as final estate money
from Gilbert & Lois Byker

The SALT, student council, group of Unity led a donation project 
for Liberia. The classes collected soap, deodorant and $5 that 
would purchase a towel. We gathered over 340 kits for Liberia. 
Thanks to all who gave.

by Gideon Fynaardt
The Cast is an improv performance group comprised of 

students from all four grades who learn together about acting, 
writing, and improvising for the stage. Then they put what they’ve 
learned to good use in numerous performances throughout their 
season.

They worked all through September and October, learning 
from their instructor, Mrs. Nikki Kuiper, who did a fantastic job 
making the two months of practice fun and meaningful, and 
learning from each other. Improv groups from Northwestern and 
Dordt visited practices to enthusiastically share their tips and 
help the growing students out in their talents.

In November, they performed their annual ‘Combo Night’ along 
with the One Act and Jazz Band. They also performed the chapel 
they had been working on in front of their peers at Unity, then 
took it to the road, showing it off at several Christian high schools 
and elementary schools.The Cast has been put to bed for its 
2019 season, but some of the members are hoping to enter the 
Iowa speech competition with their improv performances.

The Workings of The Cast



by Dennis Benson
This fall the Unity Christian FFA chapter has been developing 

their leadership skills, agriculture skills, and still had time to serve 
their community.

Ten members attended the National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, from October 29 through November 2.  
Those attending National Convention listened to outstanding 
speakers, observed National level contests, took part in the 
career fair, toured the Chicago Board of Exchange, the Willis 
Tower, the Indianapolis Speedway, Ozark Fisheries, and a 
Honey Farm.  The 1st year members got their first taste of FFA 
opportunities available for them in their high school career while 
attending the Greenhand Fire-up Camp October 15.

Members competed during the fall developing their agriculture 
skill in livestock judging at the Clay County Fair, soil judging and 
agronomy at at Dordt University, placing high in all three.  They 
also competed in the Dordt Lean Competition learning proper 
manufacturing principles.

Members also took time away from their busy schedule to 
provide a service to the community by helping with Snack Pack 
and providing 150 meals to area farmers at the Alton & Maurice 
Elevators.  They also raised nearly $3000 for the Hulshof family 
and Haiti from the Combine Challenge. The students also 
provided produce from the high tunnel greenhouse for Atlas and 
Genesis.
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FFA Chapter in Action

National Convention Greenhand Fire-Up Camp

Feed the Farmer
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Back row, l-r: Lindsey Jacobsma, Adriana Sandbulte, Laura Beltman, Micah Byl, 
Mali Krosschell, Tyra Hulstein and Josie Byl. Front row, l-r: are Jenna Bouma, 
Janie Schoonhoven, Lucy Zylstra, Erica Feikema, Gracie Schoonhoven and Emma Byker. 

by Patty Timmermans
The 2019 Unity Christian Knights 

volleyball season concluded a few weeks 
ago at the State Volleyball tournament. 
We lost a hard-fought match to Kuemper 
Catholic, the defending state champions 
in Class 3A, and the eventual runner-up in 
the 2019 State Tournament.

The theme for our devotionals 
throughout the season was “Hope Through 
Adversity”. Each week we met and talked 
about our struggles, both in and outside of 
volleyball. We also talked about the growth 
that was happening from week to week for 
our team.

This was a season of tremendous 
growth for almost an entirely new lineup 
from last year’s team. With only 2 girls 
returning that played a year ago, we had 
our work cut out for us. With a move up to 
Class 3A, there were many talented area 
teams to get through to achieve our goal 
of qualifying for the State Tournament. We 
were very pleased to be playing our best 
volleyball of the season for the last few 
weeks. Our team was transformed from a 
team with little experience or confidence 
into a focused and cohesive unit.

We were War Eagle conference 
champions, going undefeated in our 
conference matches. Micah Byl, Janie 
Schoonhoven, and Gracie Schoonhoven 
were all selected to First Team All- 
Conference. Emma Byker and Jenna 
Bouma were selected to the Second Team, 
and Lucy Zylstra received Honorable 
Mention.

Gracie Schoonhoven was named to the 
3rd Team All-State for class 3A as well as 
being named to the 3A West All-District 
team. Gracie was also named Second 
Team All-Northwest Iowa Review, and 
Janie Schoonhoven was Third Team All-
Northwest Iowa Review.

Hope Through Adversity

Dance Team
Back row, l-r: Kayda Vanden Berg, Michaela Gray, Kaitlyn Ammons, Rachel Stoub, 
Jenna Dekkers, Sydney Krommendyk, Elaina Ammons. Front row, l-r: 
Brooklyn Van Otterloo, Aimee Hulstein, Kate Zwart.
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by Josh Van Kempen
One of the exciting things about being 

involved in high school athletics is the 
unknown that accompanies every season. 
It’s impossible to accurately predict 
everything that will come up over the 
course of a football season and this year 
proved no different. We had a fantastic 
group of young men. This group loved to 
come out to practice and compete which 
helped make coaching a ton of fun. We 
needed that competitiveness this year in 
a big way as we faced some pretty tough 
adversity early in the season with injuries. 

As we went throughout the season, we 
had guys take on different roles and got 
some great leadership from our seniors. 
We only had seven seniors on this years 
team, but they were incredibly impactful 

Focus on Football

Back row, l-r, are Jacob Folkerts, Jake Van Donge, Trevor Wieringa, Gabe Schiebout, Easton Van Meeteren, Thijs Doelman, Gabe Borchers, 
Logan Huizenga, Charlie Wieringa, Bryce Harskamp, Brody Oolman and Carter Slenk. Third row, l-r: Caleb Smit, Lucas Noteboom, 
Gavin Reitsma, Carter De Jong, Boaz Byl, Kobie Karhoff, Landon Hofmeyer, Noah Bronner, Tye Borchers, Sam Eppinga, James Bouma 
and Caleb Van Ginkel. Second row, l-r: Tanner Schouten, Tyler Wieringa, Tyrell Hulshof, Jacob Dragstra, Ethan Steenhoek, Eli Irwin, 
Tanner Dubbelde, Blake Vande Vegte, Logan Franken and Clayton Bosma. Front row, l-r: Dylan Riebeling, Jackson Hofland, 
Ethan Hoekstra, Lane Dekkers, Brody Rens, Austin Van Donge and Ethan Hulshof.

on our program. With their leadership and 
commitment from our younger guys, we 
were able to put together a season of 5 
wins and 4 loses which is the best season 
that Unity football has had since 2011. 

With our team success, came some 
nice post season awards for our players. 
On the All-District team we had Tyler 
Wieringa and Lane Dekkers on the 
honorable mention team, Dylan Riebeling 
and Landon Hofmeyer on the 2nd team, 
Clayton Bosma, Logan Franken, Tanner 
Schouten, Jacob Dragstra and Brody 
Rens on the 1st team. Jacob Dragstra 
was the Defensive Co-MVP of our District 
and Brody Rens was the Punter of the 
Year in our district. Austin Van Donge, 
Jackson Hofland and Ethan Hulshof were 
Academic All-District. We also had some 

All-State awards! Jacob Dragstra was 
3rd team all-state. Austin Van Donge and 
Jackson Hofland were academic All-
State. 

Throughout the season, we really 
focused on blocking out what was going 
on around us and jumping in to what 
we were doing all the way. We did this 
through weekly devotions, our Teacher’s 
of the Week leading us before our 
meals on Thursday nights, and trying 
to constantly focus on that at practice. 
Our players did a nice job of owning that 
throughout the year.

I am very thankful to have had the 
opportunity to work with the young men 
that made up this year’s football team. 
They were a fun group and a group that 
really played hard for each other.
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Back Row, l to r:  Megan Vander Kooi, Naomi Mellema, Anna Beitelspacher, 
Madison Blankespoor, Julianna Van Grouw, Amaya Van Essen, Anneka Pollema, 
Katy Timmer, Jocelyn Zonnefeld. Middle Row, l to r:  Madison Slenk, Emily Vande Zande, 
Katelyn Huizenga, Courtney Joiner, Elizabeth Bartels, Meghan Vos, Rebecca Dykstra, 
Amy De Groot. Front Row,l to r:  Darby Schuiteman, Adriana Van Maanen, Jane Taylor, 
Shayanne Muilenburg, Megan Te Krony, Ella Dekkers.

by Mark Kauk
The girls cross country kicked off the 

season with a team builder outing at 
Adams State Preserve in Elkpoint, South 
Dakota, and began the process of building 
a new cohesive team.  Our theme this year 
was Connecting through Christ and we 
explored the common ground we have IN 
CHRIST as we worked at strengthening 
relationships.

The Knights were led by five very 
capable seniors who stepped up to 
provide leadership for practices and 
meets.  They were Anna Beitelspacher, 
Madison Blankespoor, Darby Schuiteman, 
Julianna Van Grouw, and manager Jocelyn 
Zonnefeld.  It was a joy to see how each of 
these girls have grown in their contribution 
to the team throughout the last 3-4 years of 
participation.  We will miss them!

The team consisted of 23 members with 
the largest group being eight sophomores.  
The junior varsity had an outstanding 
season.  These girls finished the year by 
capturing the first 6 places at our final 
home meet and finishing with perfect score 
to finish the season.  It was fun to see 
the progress they made throughout the 
season.  Congratulations!  

Connecting Through Christ

The varsity runners made steady 
improvement throughout the season 
and capped the year with a War Eagle 
Conference Championship at Marcus. Two 
end of season highlights were  qualifying 
for state by winning the state qualifying 
meet on a tie breaker with our sixth runner 
and also finishing 8th at the state meet in 
2A.  

The Knights were led by Amaya Van 
Essen who won the individual conference 
title and was our top finisher at state with 
a 40th place finish.  Other runners at 
state were Megan Te Krony, Adriana Van 
Maanen, Darby Schuiteman, Madison 
Balnkespoor, Amy De Groot, Elsie Bartels, 
and alternates Anna Beitelspacher and 
Shay Muilenburg.  The team this year 
finished the state meet with the smallest 
time spread of 45 seconds between 1st 
to 5th runners and really excelled at team 
running!  We praise God for the blessings 
of growing in his grace and staying 
connected to Christ.  

Football
Cheerleaders
Back row, l to r: Meghan Vos, 
Kayla Vande Zande, Daelyn Driesen, 
Emily Vande Zande. Front row, l to r: 
Anneka Pollema, Gabrielle Miedema, 
Brielle Ver Velde, Emilyn Smit
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What a great bunch of guys!  From 
our first practices, there was a mystery 
to see who would lead the team.  There 
is always a core of new guys fitting into 
the mix.  We had a good group of new 
freshmen and upper class-men that found 
roles to fill on this team.

The returning guys are the ones that 
stepped up each and every meet to lead 
this team forward to find its identity.  As 
we worked together to become stronger 
runners, had devotions to become 
stronger Christians, and prayed together 
to weather challenges to our health and 
strength, it was the returning guys that 
found their rhythm each day.

Just over half way through the season, 
we surged at the South O’Brien meet and 
found what it takes to put it all together as 
a team. We entered the conference meet 
as big under dogs and decided we were 
going to fight every step of the race.  I 
was proud of the guys’ incredible effort to 
push the favored team and rise to second 
place in the War Eagle Conference.  John 
Vreugdenhil, Jacksen Dykstra, Caleb 
Schrock, and Taeden Van Beek made the 

Growing Strong

Front Row, l to r: Jonathan Breems, Tyce Van Beek, Pieter Westerbeek, Elliot Dykstra, 
Tori Van Beek, Caden Yesda, Isaac Bandstra, Jon Vreugdenhil. Middle Row, l to r: 
Jakob Kamp, Ethan Van Middendorp, Iain Monroe, Isaac Krommendyk, Landon Moreau, 
Samuel Nonhof, Jacksen Dykstra, Caleb Te Krony. Back Row, l to r: Elias Obbink, 
Tyler Van Schouwen, Caleb Schrock, Jonah Hofmeyer, Gideon Fynaardt, Taeden Van Beek, 
Levi Moreau, Devin Bos, Edwin Buiter. Not pictured: Luke Wagner.

All-Conference Team.
As we moved to the final meet of the 

year, the state qualifying meet we knew 
we had an uphill battle to beat the strong 
teams in our area.  Again, the team 
leaders came through and we surged 
all the way to 5th place out of 14 teams.  

What a finish to a challenging season!
I want to thank the seniors for finding 

their strengths and stepping up to lead 
the team.  Because of their leadership, 
there is a new core of kids that will find 
their way into leading the team next year.

Coach Kaemingk

Praise for the 125 students and staff who participated in the Combine Challenge. Over $3000 was raised for the Hulshof family and Haiti.



by Carla Van Beek
On Saturday, October 24, 2019, 4 

band students, 7 choir students, and 11 
orchestra students auditioned for the Iowa 
All-State Music Festival.  The band and 
orchestra students prepared all 12 major 
scales, along with excerpts and a solo, 
the choir students prepared nine difficult 
songs for their auditions.  Nine students 
from Unity Christian High School were 
selected to participate, they were, on 
clarinet Kaylee Van Donge and Courtney 
Joiner, and on violin Joya Schreurs, 
Karli Vanden Brink, Kaeley Meyer, 
Gabrielle Miedema, and on viola, Hannah 
Landman, Naomi Lief, and Joylyn Vande 
Berg. 

The festival took place November 21 
-23 in Ames, Iowa.  Senior Joya Schreurs 
said this about All-State, “I smiled for 72 
hours straight that weekend.  There’s no 
greater joy for me on earth than to do the 
thing I love with some of the people I love 
most!”  The All-State festival is a highlight 
that everyone who attends will never 
forget.
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All State  — 
Unforgettable

The Concert Choir performing “Dancing 
Queen” at the fall Pops Concert.

Merry Christmas from the Staff, Teachers, Board and Spouses at UCHS


