
The Board of Unity Christian High School is preparing for the next capital campaign for Unity!  This recommendation for expansion 
comes to the Board from a Priority Task Force that included teachers, Board members, school leaders, alumni and parents.  This task 
force spent close to 2 years identifying the top 3 facility needs for the future of Unity.  The identified priority needs are: 

1. A second practice gym
2. A bus building
3. Updated Science labs

On November 20, 2019, at 7pm there will be a special Society vote on a building project that will address these needs. A special 
Unity bulletin will be released prior to November 5 with design and cost details. 

Why a second practice gym?  Unity has been planning for a second gym for many years.  The needs for a second gym have 
increased, with limited court space being a major problem.  Long hours before school and after school do tax families and teenagers.  
Our gym locker rooms are also well below standard.  

Why a new bus building?  Our current bus building is deteriorating from outside and inside.  Not all of our busses fit inside the current 
building. Our bus barn also houses our football locker room, and the plan is to move the team inside our school building with this plan. 

Why new Science labs? The Board strongly believes that a new Science wing is needed as our school moves forward.  There is 
a strong emphasis on science and math in the education world, and we need to address aging and small labs. Adding new labs also 
allows us to meet growing enrollment by creating additional classroom space for other subjects as well. 

 What do we need to be successful in this building project?  We need your prayers.  Please pray for wisdom and decision making 
skills for the architects and the Board.  Also, please make sure you read the special bulletin that is coming out in the upcoming weeks.  
We will elaborate on rationale, costs and needs in that bulletin.  

Please note that the Board will be hosting tours for constituents on October 30 from 6pm to 7:30pm and also November 6 from 6pm 
to 7:30pm.  

The Board is thankful that Unity is experiencing the kind of growth that causes us to have these conversations.    
For the Board,
Wayne Dykstra 
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BRANCHING OUT I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit … — James 15:5 

Dear Friends of Unity, 
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New Faculty and Staff

Carly Tillema
Para-educator

Where I Had Been
by Elaina Ammons

There is a place I hold very dear
It is some place warm and beautiful 
A pastel millefleur canvas
In this dream scape I am beautiful and free 

Alone

Listening to the sound of nature 
The rustle of the leaves
The murmur of the wind and water below 
The choral hymn of the birds singing
The wildflowers dancing in response
The ballad of grasshoppers intertwined with the foliage

My dancing feet sinking into the aerated soil 
Hair blowing in the wind
No cares of turbulent life
The world before me like a warm, outstretched limb 
Reaching for my firm grasp

But before I meet its embrace
I hear the echo of my name growing closer 
And with a rush of adrenaline I return to reality 
Teacher standing before me
Wondering where I had been

Doug Brummel
Custodian

Gina Zylstra
Secretary

Jacen Reinke
Custodian

Meghan Vermeer
English teacher

Sandra Nyenhuis
Librarian

New International Students

Fair Share 2019-20
CHURCH STUDENT NO. 2019-20
Unity Partner Society 42.68 $107,767.00
Sioux Center Bethel CRC 41 $103,525.00
Orange City Calvary CRC 27 $68,175.00
Orange City Immanuel CRC 25 $63,125.00
Sioux Center Faith CRC 21 $53,025.00
Orange City 1st CRC 17 $42,925.00
Sioux Center 1st CRC 12 $30,300.00
Orange City Redeemer URC 12 $30,300.00
Sioux Center Covenant CRC 12 $30,300.00
SC Bridge of Hope 12 $30,300.00
Living Water CRC 11 $27,775.00
Ireton CRC 11 $27,775.00
Sioux Center URC 6 $15,150.00
Sheldon Immanuel CRC 5 $12,625.00
Lebanon CRC 5 $12,625.00
Hospers CRC 3 $7,575.00
Hawarden CRC 3 $7,575.00
Amistad Cristiana 1 $2,525.00
Sibley CRC 1 $2,525.00
Sanborn CRC 1 $2,525.00
Total 268.68 $678,417.00
The Fair share amount for 2019-20 is $2525 per student.  There are 
12 international students and 9 other students that do not participate in either 
a supporting church or the Partner Society. (The 268.68 students listed above 
+12 internationals +9 non-unit students = 290 students for this year!)

Kengo, Amy, Nerwen, Elida, Chris



NICSTO stands for Northwest Iowa Christian Schools Tuition 
Organization. It is a program designed by Iowa state law to 
promote school choice for the benefit of Iowa students. The 
program distributes funds annually to low or moderate-income 
families attending schools within the organization. Currently 
there are 16 schools in Northwest Iowa that benefit from NICSTO 
which provides a tax benefit to those who will be paying Iowa 
income tax at the same time being a blessing to the families who 
need assistance to help make Christian Education affordable.
How does it work?

A donor who pays Iowa state income tax will receive a 65% TAX 
CREDIT toward their state income taxes. So, on a $1,000 donation 
you would receive a $650 tax credit. You also can receive a 35% 
tax deduction on that same $1000 on your federal taxes if you 
itemize and your state and local tax liability is less than $10,000.

Please consult your tax professional for advice on how to best 

enjoy the donation opportunities of the NICSTO program.
What is the time frame?

To receive a tax credit in 2019, please fill out the form below 
and return it with a check before December 1. There is a limit for 
the entire program statewide and once that is reached, we cannot 
accept any more donations. Your donation may be directed to 
the school of your choice. The goal for Unity Christian this school 
year is $170,402.

Your donation directly benefits Unity Christian families. In 
the 2018-19 school year we were able to distribute $164,125 to 
68 families in need of tuition assistance. Thank you to all who 
were able to bless Unity families through this tuition assistance 
opportunity. With recent tax changes, we need you now more 
than ever before. If you have not given in the past or are a 
regular giver, please consider a gift today!
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NICSTO – What is it?

Prayers and Praise…
…Pray for students who are dealing with sickness or recovering 

from surgeries. 
…Pray for Luanne Goslinga’s husband Dave as he meets with 

his heart surgeon on Thursday and will hopefully find out when 
he undergoes heart surgery. 

…Pray for the decisions that have to be made regarding 
Luanne Goslinga’s granddaughter Josie. She will probably be 
released from the Burn Center in St. Paul and her mom Taryn 
is physically unable to care for her. Pray for God to provide 
someone to care for Josie and for Taryn to heal quickly--
especially her hands--so that she can care for her daughter.

…We continue to pray for the healing of Josh Beltman as he 
continues chemotherapy in Rochester.

…We give praise with the Harskamp family as Pam Harskamp 
finished her final chemotherapy treatment. Pray also for 
strength as she recovers from that. 

…We give praise for the engagement of Mr. Mark Kauk to 
Melissa Lamothe from California. They are planning a wedding 
the week after  Christmas. 

…We give praise that Mr. Karl Kaemingk is recovering from his 
heart attack. We are glad he is back in school, but pray for 
continued strength for him. 

…We give thanks that our cook, Pat Bruxvoort, has healed from 
her surgery to remove cancer from her body. We celebrate with 
her that all the cancer could be removed!

…Pray for Miss Tillema who is healing from a tonsillectomy.

NICSTO—What is it? 
 
NICSTO stands for Northwest Iowa Christian Schools Tuition Organization.  It is a program designed by Iowa 
state law to promote school choice for the benefit of Iowa students.   The program distributes funds annually 
to low or moderate-income families attending schools within the organization.  Currently there are 16 schools 
in Northwest Iowa that benefit from NICSTO which provides a tax benefit to those who will be paying Iowa 
income tax at the same time being a blessing to the families who need assistance to help make Christian 
Education affordable. 
 
How does it work? 
A donor who pays Iowa state income tax will receive a 65% TAX CREDIT toward their state income taxes.  So, 
on a $1,000 donation you would receive a $650 tax credit.  You also can receive a 35% tax deduction on that 
same $1000 on your federal taxes if you itemize and your state and local tax liability is less than $10,000.  
Please consult your tax professional for advice on how to best enjoy the donation opportunities of the NICSTO 
program.   
 
What is the timeframe? 
To receive a tax credit in 2019, please fill out the form below and return it with a check before December 1.  
There is a limit for the entire program statewide and once that is reached, we cannot accept any more 
donations.  Your donation may be directed to the school of your choice.  The goal for Unity Christian this 
school year is $170,402. 
 
Your donation directly benefits Unity Christian families.  In the 2018-19 school year we were able to distribute 
$164,125 to 68 families in need of tuition assistance.  Thank you to all who were able to bless Unity families 
through this tuition assistance opportunity.  With recent tax changes, we need you now more than ever 
before.  If you have not given in the past or are a regular giver, please consider a gift today! 
 
 

NICSTO Contribution Memo 
This completed memo must accompany your contribution.  A formal Iowa tax credit will be sent to you in late 
Dec. or early Jan. 
 
________________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Tax Payer Name       Date of contribution 
 
________________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Address        Amount of contribution 
 
________________________________________       ___________________________________ 
City                      State, Zip Code 
 
________________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Tax payer I.D number (Social security No.)                     Phone number 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Name of school you wish to be the beneficiary of this donation 
 
 

NICSTO Contribution Memo
This completed memo must accompany your contribution. A formal Iowa tax credit will be sent to you in late Dec. or early Jan.
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by Travis De Jong
This year we set a goal to continue 

improving each day. Last year we wanted 
to compete every day, but this year we 
wanted to push that even further. Our 
season didn’t start off the way we had 
hoped. We had some girls miss time due 
to successful soccer and track seasons, 
and we had some girls miss time due to 
injuries. So we had some catching up to 
do. What hurt us most was inconsistency, 
and we knew that could be the case going 
into the season. We felt the second half of 
the season was when we started to play 
much better. We had some bad innings 
that let games get away from us, but we 
felt better about how we were playing 
overall. I felt we made great strides in all 
areas of softball. I look forward to watching 
these girls take the next step during the 
offseason and be able to push our program 
to the next level.

Offensively we were led by Erin 
Wieringa and Micah Byl. These two were 
in the top 3 of almost every offensive 
category. Erin finished the year with a 
batting average of .475 and an on base 
percentage of .600, while Micah hit .429 
and an on base percentage of .561.  Molly 
Zylstra and Serena Bogenrief led our team 

Back row, l to r: Summer Bousema, Jenna Dekkers, Sofia Sandbulte, Danae Noteboom, 
Serena Bogenrief, Austen Goslinga, Josie Byl. Front row, l to r: Micah Byl, 
Sydney Krommendyk, Erin Wieringa, Erica Feikema, Lucy Zylstra, Hannah Holfland and 
Marquel Emmelkamp.

2019 Softball

with 19 RBI’s each.  Sofia Sandbulte did 
a majority of the pitching this year. She 
finished with 4 wins and 13 losses. Austen 
Goslinga and Paige De Boom also saw 
time in the circle. 

I would like to thank our two seniors: 
Danae Noteboom and Erin Wieringa. 
Both of these girls have been a part of 
the Unity Christian softball program for 5 
years. We thank you for your time that you 
have committed to playing softball and the 

leadership that you have shown. 
Congratulations goes out to Erin 

Wieringa for making 1st team All-
Conference and 2nd team All-Review 
this year. Micah Byl received 2nd team 
All-Conference and Lucy Zylstra received 
Honorable Mention All-Conference.

by Carla Van Beek
The Music Department is seeing a 

couple new folks in the music room 
this year.  First of all, Mrs. Amie Smit is 
directing the orchestra.  She has been 
directing orchestras for 12 years.  She 
also teaches at Western, Rock Valley 
Christian, and Hull Christian.  Unity is 
very thankful that she finds the time to be 
at Unity and bringing her expertise to our 
string students.  The Unity vocal students 
are enjoying Mr. Corky Koerselman as 
the director of Knightsounds.  He brings 
over 30 years experience to our students.  
He taught at Sibley-Ocheyedan and 
presently teaches vocal pedagogy and 
recruits students for Northwestern’s music 
department.  Mrs. Carla Van Beek is 
directing the choirs and band this year.

Unity has 22 students who are also 

putting in a lot of individual time getting 
ready for All-State auditions on Oct. 26.  
Mr. Ryan Smit, vocal director at Dordt, is 
helping our vocal students get ready for 
this audition.  Unity is also very grateful 
to him as he brings his expertise to our 
vocal students.  Mrs. Smit is working with 
our string students, and Mrs. Van Beek 
with our band students. 

All of the music students are gearing 
up for our first concert of the season, “A 
Walk Down Broadway.”  Musical numbers 
from Broadway productions include 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, Grease!, State Fair, Phantom 
of the Opera, and Les Miserables, will be 
but a few of the highlights that evening.  
The Pops Concert will take place in the 
Knight Center on Thursday, October 31 
at 7:00.

Making Music

Packages
by Edwin Buiter

Arriving home I see 
something new perched 
on my porch

A box

Brown 
taped
I wonder 
dream
ask myself,“What’s Inside?” 
What could it be?
I hope
I lift the waiting surprise 
weigh it in my arms 
calculating
Scissors delicately slice 
along
an invisible 
perfect line
revealing the mystery lying inside 
Concealed in careful layers of plastic

Pants.
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The Unity Christian baseball team had 
another successful year in producing 
some wins but more than that, producing 
some great men! This team was a great 
combination of grade levels, talent, 
baseball, IQ, and positive interactions 
among teammates. They were a 
group that found joy in each other’s 
accomplishments. They were willing to do 
what was needed for the team’s success. 
The team realized its defense and 
pitching was the backbone of this team if 
they wanted to continually be competitive 
in games. The boys played hard and gave 
great effort. We had some impressive 
wins and a few disappointing losses. 
But that’s part of the game of baseball. 
We want to thank the six seniors for 
their dedication to the Unity Christian 
baseball program over the past five years. 
The six seniors are: Micah Goslinga, 
Dylan Liston, Carter Schiebout, Joseph 
Schoonhoven, Damon Dekkers, and Ryer 
Schouten. We also want to thank their 
parents for their support and involvement 
in our program. Each player and family 
will be missed. 

Our season finished with a loss to 
State Qualifier, West Sioux in the second 
round of districts. Our overall record was 
17-12. 

Thank you to Coach Holwerda for 
his leadership and genuine care and 
guidance of our program. THANKS to 
each and everyone of you for being a part 
of Unity Christian Baseball! 

Front row, l to r: Reece Meyerink, Brody Rens, Damon Dekkers, Ethan Klompien, 
Micah Goslinga, Austin Van Donge, Ryer Schouten, Dylan Liston and Eli Erwin. Back row, 
l to r: manager Lane Dekkers and players Tori Van Beek, Clayton Bosma, Jacob Dragstra, 
Tyler Wieringa, Blake Vande Vegte, Joey Schoonhoven and Tanner Schouten. Not pictured 
is Carter Schiebout.

2019 Baseball Season

YEAR HIGHLIGHTS IN REVIEW
2A NW All District-2nd team Tanner 
Schouten-Utility

War Eagle All Conference-1st team 
Tanner Schouten, Joseph Schoonhoven; 
2nd team Micah Goslinga, Clayton 
Bosma, Honorable Mention-Dylan Liston

2019 Team Honors
MVP-Tanner Schouten
Golden Glove-Joseph Schoonhoven
Mr. Hustle-Clayton Bosma
Team Captain-Ryer Schouten

2019 TOURNAMENTS
MOC/FV –June 1, 2019
Defeated Western Christian 8-6
Lost MOC/FV 1-11

RIDGEVIEW –June 15, 2019
Defeated Ridgeview 4-0
Lost to SC West 2-9

GRANVILLE PARISH-June 21-22, 2019
Lost to Remsen SM 1-6
Defeated Cherokee 16-1

It was a great journey and very 
entertaining season to be part of. My 
prayer is that each of you felt you 
belonged and deserved to be on this 

team. Be proud of your accomplishments 
and your successes, grow in your faith, 
and use your talents to glorify Him!

Coach S 

by Mr. Byma 
“Apart from me you can do nothing.”  

The last part of John 15:5 calls us back to 
our utter need and dependence on God.  
A branch by itself is able to offer some 
small use, but it pales in comparison to 
the fullness of being connected to its 
source.  We are exploring the idea of 
“Branching Out” in chapel this month.  
With each new month, we hope to explore 
a different theme or way that we can 

branch out.  In September, we looked at 
the idea of Branching Out in surrender.  
Various speakers shared turning points 
in their own lives where they surrendered 
their lives to Christ.  Others spoke about 
the daily need to surrender who we are 
and what we do, think, and say to God’s 
will.  Our team of talented musicians has 
drawn us in with authentic worship and 
picked music that beautifully exemplifies 
this theme.  

As we move to October, we will talk 
about Branching Out in Praise.  We look 
forward to knowing more about who we 
are praising and why we praise Him.  
A big thanks to our talented student 
musicians, Mrs. Van Beek for organizing 
our worship, Mr. Kamp and Mr. Te Krony 
for steering the ship in the tech booth, 
and our speakers who have shared God’s 
truth with us.

Chapel Themes



by Luanne Goslinga
Unity Christian has been participating in the Living Group 

program for over two decades now. This program invites a set of 
four junior/senior students to lead a group of roughly 18 of their 
peers in a time of devotion, prayer and fellowship each week 
Wednesday. Because Living Groups mix all four of the grades 
together each week, it gives everyone a place to belong and is a 
positive force in our school’s “climate.” 

This year we will be adding Impact Groups to the mix. 
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Growing in Community: Living Groups and Impact Groups

“When you find something that’s whole, you do what you can to 
keep it that way. …And when you find something that isn’t, then 
maybe it’s not a bad idea to try to make it whole again. Maybe.” 

― Gary D. Schmidt, Okay for Now
The Freshmen English class took that quote from the novel we 
read and made a visual representation of it by “breaking” two 
pictures and trying to make them whole again. 

On September 18, Unity students and faculty loaded up buses and 
other vehicles for service day. From working in town, to Sioux City, 
to Okoboji, to a horse ranch, we were blessed with a beautiful day 
of working, fellowshipping and serving. 

With the assistance of Deputy Waylon Pollema, along with Mr. 
Holwerda, the law class will be investigating and solving a crime.

This program will involve a trusted adult mentor meeting with 
a group of four or five students from the same grade level. The 
freshman will be mentored by Dordt and Northwestern youth 
ministry majors. Sophomores will gather with teachers and the 
juniors will be paired with community members. The seniors will 
be meeting together in large groups and listening to speakers 
on topics related to life skills. The schedule and topics for 
underclassman Impact Groups are as follows:

November 6: Leadership
November 13: Respect for Authority
November 27: Respect in Friendships
December 4: Self-Image
December 11: Respect for the Opposite Gender
January 8: Reflection and Accountability
4th Quarter Curriculum Ideas:
March 18: Introduction
March 25: Facing Failure
April 1: Gossiping/Taming the Tongue
April 15: Bad Company
April 22: Pushing The Limits 
We are excited to continue our work on community building 

at Unity Christian. For the first four weeks of Living Groups, the 
leaders will share a personal testimony and then the teachers will 
do the same. This is an opportunity to be genuine and vulnerable 
together. After testimonials, the leaders will lead from a collection 
of devotions that they themselves compiled and tweaked at their 
Living Group Leader retreat. We covet the prayers of the Unity 
community for these two programs and hope for a blessed year 
of school-wide fellowship.

Unity received a gift
in honor of the memory of

Arie Jasper


