
The Board recently worked with Bouma Construction to refine the project costs of the 21 Campaign by changing some design 
elements and materials for the project. We managed to keep all the spaces in the project that addressed the original project goals.  Yet, 
in our refinements the projected cost of the expansion went from $8.5 million to $7 million.  

On Monday, October 5, the Society overwhelmingly (98%) passed a motion to break ground when fundraised pledges and gifts 
come within $2 million of the projected costs.  That groundbreaking number in the proposed cost scenario is $5 million on a projected 
$7million campaign.  In that scenario we have $1.87 million left to raise before we break ground! 

Later this month, we will be launching a new campaign video, a new website page and a new campaign brochure with pledge card.  
We are excited to continue fundraising. So, why do we need all of us to give? I can think of 7 reasons why. 

1. On Mission - First and foremost, we can advance our mission by proclaiming the Lordship of Jesus Christ and providing a 
Biblically based education by expanding our campus.  

2. Athletic Needs - from early morning to late at night, our two court gym is well used, and packed full.  We truly need a 
second gym that would make our schedule more family friendly. 

3. Enrollment Continues to Grow - the enrollment of Unity currently stands at 299 students.  Next Fall we anticipate 
enrollment growth into the 300’s. 

4. Science Needs - Our Science rooms are small, and our oldest science lab has remained unchanged since the 1960’s.  
New science rooms will double in square footage. 

5. Locker Room Needs - our current rooms are very dated and too small to hold teams.  New Locker rooms will bring our 
football team out of a “lean-to” on the bus barn and provide better access for outdoor sports.

6. Bus Needs - our bus barn is also in its final days.  A new space that can hold all school vehicles would be a great blessing.  
7. Ag Needs  - a new bus building allows us to move school vehicles out of the current garage allowing us to expand our Ag 

Shop into a second room.  
We are working to move this project forward quickly to use a favorable building scenario of low interest rates and reasonable material 

and labor costs.  We’re asking you to prayerfully consider giving soon, so that we can take the next steps of asking for bids and then 
digging.  We are hoping to be able to start that process in January, but it will take a leap of faith on everyone’s part.   

You can learn more about the project, make a donation,at our website, or talk with someone to learn more about the project by 
contacting Wayne Dykstra or Brandon Woudstra.

Wayne Dykstra    

PHONE:  737-4114    |     ACTIVITY L INE 737-3865    |     WWW.UNITY CHRISTIAN.NET
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BEARING FRUIT   For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God 
to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy 
of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God. — Colossians 1:9-10

Dear Unity Families, 
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New Faculty and Staff

Jenness Wolgen
Paraprofessional

Kris Talsma
History Teacher

Julie De Groot
Math Teacher

Lily Peshau
Science Teacher

Tim Van Voorst
Vocal Music Teacher

Karla Byl
Librarian

Maggie Reinke
Cook

Gina Zylstra
Secretary

Unity Christian’s Music Department will present its “Fall 
Festival of Music” on Thursday, Oct. 29.  A few songs that the 
groups will present are: Visions of Courage, and Of a Distant Star 
from Symphonic Band, Leroy Anderson’s The Typewriter and 
Mozart’s Finale from “Jupiter” Symphony No. 41 from Orchestra, 
Sisi Ni Moja (We are One), and I Sing Because I’m Happy from 
Chorale,   Let the River Run and Psalm 23 from Concert Choir, 
and a combined choir song called Bring Me Little Water, Silvy, 
and Knightsounds will also be performing.

The format is yet to be determined at this point, there will be an 
option to watch via livestream from home.  A free-will offering for 
the music department will be taken at each concert.  We are very 
excited that we will be able to perform for the community of Unity 
once again.

Festival of Music scheduled

 Gifts given in memory…
 Sally De Groot Freda Lefever

Bob Pekelder

Fair Share 2020-21
CHURCH STUDENT NO. 2020-2021
Unity Partner Society 53 $135,651.00
Sioux Center Bethel CRC 38 $97,850.00
Orange City Immanuel CRC 28 $72,100.00
Sioux Center Faith CRC 26 $66,950.00
Orange City Calvary CRC 25 $64,375.00
Orange City 1st CRC 19 $48,925.00
Sioux Center 1st CRC 15 $38,625.00
SC Bridge of Hope 15 $40,263.15
Sioux Center Covenant CRC 14 $38,188.75
Orange City Redeemer URC 13 $33,475.00
Ireton CRC 12 $30,900.00
Living Water CRC 7 $18,025.00
Lebanon CRC 5 $12,875.00
Sheldon Immanuel CRC 4 $10,300.00
Sioux Center URC 3 $7,725.00
Hospers CRC 3 $7,725.00
Hawarden CRC 2 $5,150.00
Sanborn CRC 1 $2,575.00



NICSTO is a program designed by Iowa state law to promote 
school choice for the benefit of Iowa students. It allows you to 
help provide tuition assistance for families in need at the same 
time make a gift toward the Unity Christian building campaign. 
Here’s how it works:

1. If you have an Iowa income tax liability of $650, you could 
give $1,000 to NICSTO which would thenprovide Unity Christian 
with $1,000 to be used for tuition assistance. Then when your 
tax work is done in March or April, you will receive a tax-credit of 
$650 from the state of Iowa. You could then give that $650 refund 
to our building campaign. Unity benefits by $1,650 from your gift 
of $1,000 and you pay no Iowa state incometax.

2. If you are at least 70 ½ years old, we encourage you to give 
from your IRA to NICSTO. If you give $1,000 from your IRA you 
don’t need to include it as taxable income on your return. If you 
are in the 15% tax bracket you save $150 in taxes you owe to the 
IRS plus what you save in Iowa taxes. Unity Christian receives 
$1,000 for tuition assistance AND you will receive a state income 

tax credit of $650 that you can use to help with our upcoming 
buildingcampaign.

If you have any questions, please contact your tax preparer 
on how a single gift to NICSTO can turn into 2 gifts to Unity 
Christian!
What is the timeframe?

To receive a tax credit in 2020, please fill out the form below 
and return it with a check ideally before December 7. There is a 
limit for the entire program statewide and once that is reached, 
we cannot accept any more donations. The goal for Unity 
Christian this school year is $202,319. If you have not given in 
the past, or are a regular giver, please consider a gift today!

Your contributiion may be mailed or delivered to:
Unity Christian High School      or Northwest Iowa Christian 
216 Michigan Ave. SW  Schools Tuition Organization
Orange City, IA 51041  204 Kentucky Ave. NW
    Orange City, IA 51041
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NICSTO – Two gifts in one!

Praise for…
… a new son, Samuel, born on May 18 to Mrs. Rachel 

Zeutenhorst and her husband.
… Mr. Benson and his family as they celebrated the marriage 

of his daughter
… Mrs. De Groot and her family as they celebrate the 

marriage of her son.

Prayers for…
… students recuperating from surgeries and injuries
… the family of former Unity Principal, Glenn Vos, in the death 

of his wife, Marcia, this summer
… the family of former Unity Principal, Howard Hall, as he 

passed away this fall

NICSTO—What is it? 
 
NICSTO stands for Northwest Iowa Christian Schools Tuition Organization.  It is a program designed by Iowa 
state law to promote school choice for the benefit of Iowa students.   The program distributes funds annually 
to low or moderate-income families attending schools within the organization.  Currently there are 16 schools 
in Northwest Iowa that benefit from NICSTO which provides a tax benefit to those who will be paying Iowa 
income tax at the same time being a blessing to the families who need assistance to help make Christian 
Education affordable. 
 
How does it work? 
A donor who pays Iowa state income tax will receive a 65% TAX CREDIT toward their state income taxes.  So, 
on a $1,000 donation you would receive a $650 tax credit.  You also can receive a 35% tax deduction on that 
same $1000 on your federal taxes if you itemize and your state and local tax liability is less than $10,000.  
Please consult your tax professional for advice on how to best enjoy the donation opportunities of the NICSTO 
program.   
 
What is the timeframe? 
To receive a tax credit in 2019, please fill out the form below and return it with a check before December 1.  
There is a limit for the entire program statewide and once that is reached, we cannot accept any more 
donations.  Your donation may be directed to the school of your choice.  The goal for Unity Christian this 
school year is $170,402. 
 
Your donation directly benefits Unity Christian families.  In the 2018-19 school year we were able to distribute 
$164,125 to 68 families in need of tuition assistance.  Thank you to all who were able to bless Unity families 
through this tuition assistance opportunity.  With recent tax changes, we need you now more than ever 
before.  If you have not given in the past or are a regular giver, please consider a gift today! 
 
 

NICSTO Contribution Memo 
This completed memo must accompany your contribution.  A formal Iowa tax credit will be sent to you in late 
Dec. or early Jan. 
 
________________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Tax Payer Name       Date of contribution 
 
________________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Address        Amount of contribution 
 
________________________________________       ___________________________________ 
City                      State, Zip Code 
 
________________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Tax payer I.D number (Social security No.)                     Phone number 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Name of school you wish to be the beneficiary of this donation 
 
 

NICSTO Contribution Memo
This completed memo must accompany your contribution. A formal Iowa tax credit will be sent to you in January.
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by Travis De Jong
The 2020 softball season will be a 

season that nobody will forget. When the 
pandemic hit last spring, our girls were 
just ramping up the off-season workouts. 
Our pitchers had been going strong for 
well over a month when we were forced to 
shut things down. From there everything 
was up in the air. When school and spring 
sports were cancelled, things didn’t look 
promising for softball. Though we had extra 
rules and guidelines to follow, we were 
all thankful to get a season in. It gave our 
girls some normalcy again after so many 
months of unknown. 

Our 2020 season ended with a 6-10 
record, while going 5-5 in the War Eagle 
and finishing in 7th place. Some highlights 
from the season would include two extra 
inning wins. One of them being a come 
from behind walk off win over West Sioux. 
The girls were able to score 6 runs in 
the bottom of the 7th to tie the game and 
scored in the bottom of the 9th to win. Our 
girls competed this year. The coaches were 
very proud of the effort that these girls put 
in everyday. We made our mistakes and 
had our struggles, but we were able to 
bounce back and stay in ball games. 

Congratulations to the following girls 
who were recognized for their outstanding 
seasons:

2020 Softball

Micah Byl and Lucy Zylstra - First Team 
All-Conference, Hope Pullman - Second 
Team All-Conference and Sofia Sandbulte - 
Honorable Mention All-Conference. 

I would like to say a special “thank 
you” to our senior class — Micah Byl, 
Jenna Dekkers, Erica Feikema, and Sofia 
Sandbulte. These four girls have done so 
much for our program and their hard work 
and leadership will be missed. 

I would also like to say “thank you” to 
all of our fans that continue to support 
us. Especially with the summer we had 

this past year. The players and coaches 
definitely missed the sandwiches and bars 
before games so hopefully next summer 
we are allowed to have those again. 

Lastly, “thank you” to my assistant 
coaches — Anna Christians and Vanessa 
Van Kempen and my stats guy — Jeff 
Saeger. The time and energy you put in to 
our program does not go unnoticed. Your 
handwork, encouragement to the girls and 
your willingness to serve in any capacity is 
appreciated!

Law class, under the guidance of Officer Pollema, checks out the crime scene.
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The Unity Christian baseball team 
got to play seventeen games despite 
COVID-19 trying to disrupt the season 
entirely. The baseball team had to hold 
off on practice and full squad workouts 
until June 1. After two weeks of practice 
we began our season on June 16 versus 
Trinity Christian, we started the year with 
a win. We had to find our team identity 
at the beginning of the season. A few 
seasoned players, a few new players, and 
without a few players. With all that we had 
a relatively young team, no seniors.

We were led by our juniors who we 
leaned on a lot to lead our team. We 
based the year on “little successes” each 
day. Trying to find how little things in 
practice and games can be used to make 
us better for the next opportunity.

Our theme for this year was-Four 
Qualities of a Winner (D.A.S.S.) 1) 
Detailed-show on time, prepared to give 
your best that day; 2) Action Taker-Don’t 
talk about it, BE about it, let your play 
and work talk about it, not your mouth; 
3) Selfless-always put our team mates 
before ourself, lead by example with 
positive reinforcement; 4) Self Belief-
believe in yourself, know that if you put in 
the work, you will get the chance to play 
at the highest level. There’s nothing better 
than earning something through hard 
work. It’s 10,000% better than just being 
talented and handed an easy ticket. 

We finished the season with a 9-9 
overall record and 5-5 in conference 
play, which was a 4-way tie for 4th place. 
We became more unified as the season 
progressed and played our best ball 
the last 10 days of the season. Some 
highlights of that last week or so were: 
We narrowly lost to an undefeated 
Remsen SM team at their place, leading 
2-1 going into the bottom of the seventh 
inning, they scored two runs to take the 
win. We defeated West Sioux in a District 
final thriller, it took nine innings and three 
confident pitchers, hustle, great heart 
to do it. They defeated West Sioux in 
Hawarden 4-2 to move to the substate 
game. We had the opportunity to face 
West Lyon in the substate game against 

2020 Baseball

Team accomplishments:
2A District 1 Champions
Substate District 1&2 Finalists

Individual Awards
Clayton Bosma-2nd team All Northwest 

Iowa District
Clayton Bosma-1st Team All War Eagle 

Conference
Tanner Schouten-1st Team All War 

Eagle Conference
Tyler Wieringa, 2nd Team All War Eagle 

Conference

Jacob Dragstra 2nd Team All War Eagle 
Conference 

Connor Weida- Honorable Mention All 
War Eagle Conference

Tyler Wieringa-KSOU Player of the 
Game on June 23, 2020

Unity Christian Player Awards:
Clayton Bosma-MVP
Tanner Schouten-Mr. Hustle
Tyler Wieringa-Gold Glove

West Lyon. We lost 0-3 against a really 
loaded team of baseball athletes and one 
very talented pitcher.

This is an exciting time for Unity 
Christian baseball! We had no seniors 
on our roster this past season and will 
be returning six juniors, and a number of 
underclassmen that will move into some 
important roles, especially helping us 
on the hill. We will be looking to our six 
juniors to be real key leaders next year 
as seniors. We always talk about the 
importance of team, putting others first, 
and doing everything not for ourselves, 
but for the glory and honor of God. 
We hope 2021 season is as normal 

as can be, we have the opportunity to 
practice during the off-season, and feel 
empowered to do great things on the 
baseball field in 2021.

I want to thank Coach Jon Holwerda 
for his Christian leadership with all our 
players during our weekly practices 
and with all the games throughout the 
season. We want to thank all our fans- 
parents, grandparents, friends, and 
baseball players peers for coming and 
supporting our program this past summer. 
Please continue to come and enjoy Unity 
Christian baseball next season!

Thanks, 
Coach Schoonhoven

Check the website: unitychristian.net
for the latest sports and activities schedules
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Fall 2020

We are still thankful to be in school.

August: FFA students and helpers gather to pick sweet corn.September: Happy to attend activities!

August: We’re back!

October: The word is adapt!

We are happy to return to school!


